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National Assembly for Wales 
Cross-Party Housing Group Meeting 

12.30-1.30pm, 8 May 2018 
Committee Room A, Ty Hywel, Cardiff Bay 

        

 
Attendees  
 
Mike Hedges AM (Chair) 
David Melding AM 
Ryland Doyle (Office of Mike Hedges AM) 
Jack Sellers (Office of David Melding AM) 
Chad Richard (Office of Bethan Sayed AM) 
Catriona Reckless (Office of Mark Reckless AM) 
Martin Eaglestone (Office of Dawn Bowden AM) 
Harriet Protheroe Davies (Office of Joyce Watson AM) 
Matthew Kennedy (CIH Cymru) 
Matthew Dicks (CIH Cymru) 
Catherine May (Tyfu Tai Cymru) 
John Puzey (Shelter Cymru) 
Michelle Wales (Shelter Cymru) 
Martin Asquith (Housemark) 
Aaron Hill (CHC) 
Ceri Meloy (Tai Pawb) 
Laura Lewis (CITB) 
David Morgan (RICS) 
Huw Edgar (RICS) 
Nick Morris (Crisis) 
Tina Reece (Welsh Women’s Aid) 
Matthew Norman  (RLA Cymru) 
Casey Edwards (Wales Cooperative Centre) 
Katie Dalton (Cymorth Cymru) 
Steffan Evans (TPAS Cymru) 
Juliet Morris (Care & Repair Cymru) 
Ceri Cryer (Age Cymru) 
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Minutes 
 

1. Perceptions of housing survey findings (CIH Cymru) 
 
Catherine May (CM) from the Tyfu Tai Cymru project presented findings from public opinion 
polling work that focussed on capturing attitudes to housing in Wales. CM outlined that the 
TTC project will focus on three themes: 

• The 20,000 affordable homes target and longer-term vision for house building 

• Keeping housing as a priority for local government 

• Demonstrating housing’s role in keeping people well and healthy  
 

The survey findings looking at the public’s attitude to housing found that: 

• Housing and homelessness combined were considered as one of the top priorities 
for the public, more so that education, security and criminal justice 

• 60% of people feel it’s the government’s responsibility to provide a safe affordable 
home 

• Issues still exists relating to NIMBYism despite people recognising the need to build 
more social housing  

 
The report and corresponding analysis is available here.  
 
MH questioned if any differences existed between age groups, CM responded that views 
were reasonably consistent across age groups with some small variances.  
 
KD reflected that it was worrying that only 72% of people felt that people who are sleeping 
rough should be a helped, highlighting a real challenge to the way society views 
homelessness.  
 
DM highlighted that in terms of the housing review this must look at land and how value is 
attributed to land – real issue over the cost of land. JP added cost of land an issue where 
linked to transport infrastructure – MH agreed, reflecting on the cost of infrastructure coming 
from the public purse.  

 
 

2. Housing Horizons and housing policy review (Community Housing Cymru) 
 
AH provided the group with some context, reflecting on all parties having shown support for 
the Homes 4 Wales campaign, the 20,000 affordable homes target and the Housing Supply 
Pact. AH noted the on-going challenge around population change, highlighting that by 2036 
54% of households will be headed by someone over 65, whilst 100,000 households will 
have be occupied by a single person over 85. AH reported on the on-going discussion with 
CHC members and their External Challenge Panel. AH noted there was a clear desire from 
CHC members to build more social housing. 
 
The Housing Horizons vision holds the ambition for a Wales where housing is a basic right 
for all – supported by an aim for the sector to build 75,000 homes over the next 20 years. 
This in turn led to the call for another housing policy review.  
 
AH added the continuing plan was to focus on grant, rents and standards with the 
recognition that public finances are clearly struggling.  
 

http://www.cih.org/news-article/display/vpathDCR/templatedata/cih/news-article/data/A_home_for_everyone_now_a_top_priority_for_people_in_Wales
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More information on CHC Housing Horizon’s vision can be found here.  
 
DR asked about adaptations and support for the accessibility agenda. AH highlighted that 
standards would take adaptations and provision of accessible homes into consideration. JM 
highlighted that concerns should be raised as little progress has been made on this area 
since the work completed by the Welsh Government’s Expert Group on housing an ageing 
population.  
 
MH highlighted the huge growth previously in council housing in the 1950s and 60s. AH 
clarified that the 75,000 target would equate to 90% or the late Dr. Holman’s higher 
estimate on housing need.  
 
CM highlighted the need to further consider the development and use of accessible housing 
registers. DM agreed adding that a real challenge exists around adapted housing in the 
private sector – where the possibility of widening the grant system would come at a greater 
cost to the tax payer. DM added that a more comprehensive debate is require around the 
foundational economy ensuring a strong link with SMEs and the impact on local enterprise 
and regenerating communities.  
 
SE highlighted that tenants are increasingly concerned about rents and service charges. AH 
highlighted that there was a big focus on affordability in this rent settlement and key that his 
come on further through the review. MH added that on service charging, many resident 
were not made aware of the value for money. 
 
 
3.  Trapped on the streets study findings (Shelter Cymru) 
 
JP presented the report completed in partnership with the Wallich. The report spoke to 100 
people living on the streets in Cardiff, Wrexham and Swansea, seeking to established the 
reasons behind their situation and barriers to getting off the streets.  
 
Overwhelmingly people blamed themselves for their situation and JP reflected on the 
psychological insight. The research reflected the need to better understand why some 
people who faced different experienced ended up on the streets and some did not.   
 
The report found that reasons behind people staying on the streets include the lack of 
temporary accommodation and some accommodation being seen as unsafe or 
inappropriate. The report also highlighted that it could be difficult to get off the streets once 
homeless due to a confusing and complex system, unmet needs, professionals attitudes 
and ‘re-traumaisation’. 
 
DR said that there was also an increase in rough sleepers outside of the three cities asking 
if welfare reform could be driving some of this. JP agreed there had been significant growth 
elsewhere. CM reflected that the report would be very powerful in shaping that overall 
narrative and in shaping local authority practice.  
 
KD added that in relation to homelessness prevention grant monies some service were 
currently struggling to access this and urged more scrutiny of how this being spent.   
 
MH highlighted that a clear issue exists around ‘no fixed abode’. JP added  that people may 
struggle to advocate for themselves. CC added that accessible language was clearly a 
barrier in some circumstances.  

https://chcymru.org.uk/comms/CHC-Cartref/category/housing-horizons/
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 4.  AOB 

 
No further business.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


